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"One Nation Under Which God?" 

Text: Exodus 32:4b, "and they said, These are thy gods Israel, which 

brought thee up out of the land of Egypt." 
— xodus 20:3, "Thou shalt have no other gods before me." 

Eor our Scripture we read the story of the giving of the 
D Commandments, but a few short chapters later we learn of the disobed- 
ience of the Israelites, In the 32nd chapter of Exodus we read of the 
impatience 
xixKEHtKicfc of the people, as well as their discontent. They were awaiting 

the return of Hoses from Ht, Sinai, 

God had miraculously delivered the people from the hands of 
sir harsh taskmasters, the Egyptians, by the crossing of the Red 3ea, 
r they had been brought into this new land they had immediately en- 
countered difficulty in following ^od completely, && They had been in 
the wilderness only 3 days and they encountered hitter water, and they cried 
against Moses for leadingbthem there. So Moses called pon God and God 
snowed him a tree which he cast into the waters and they becamecsweet. 
Thus they knew that God was sufficient for all their needs. But now they 
were encamped at the foot of Mt. Sinaia and Hoses was taking such a long 
time to come back. 

Moses was in conversation with God getting not only the 
Ten Commandments, but instructions about the building of the Ark of the 
Covenant. But in their impatience they turned completely against God 
and had Aaron make them a golden e±k calf which they could worship. They 
had to have a god they could -see and thus be assured the god did not leave 
them. After Aaron had made this diol they said, "These are thy gods 
Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt," Byt this de- 
claration they gave evidence of having completely forgotten which god it 
was who brouth them up out xksxsx of the land of Egypt. 

TJren if we read on in this chapter we see that God becomes 
angry with His people and He would destroy them. But Moses interceded for 
them and only by his pleading that the death of all these people would 
cause God's name to be looked upon as being deceitful and dishonest, prevents 
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God from exacting a just death upon all of them. After Moses returned 
:o the Israelites camp and melted down the golden calf, and spread it in 
their drinking water and made them drink it, he than called for those 
who in the camp who were on the Lord's side. These he ordered to slay 
the unbelievers among them, and this they did. 

But even after this Moses went up again on the Kt, and pleaded 
with God to forgive their iniquity. God promised to blot out ita from His 

book those who had sinned against Him. But He also promised to visit them 

in their wilderness wanderings. In the 35th verse of this chapter we 

read, "And the Lord plagued the people, because they msstsikE made the 

calf which Aaron m a de." So from this we can say that when there is sin, 

there must be punsihment. 

Now from all of this we can draw some very strange parallels 

for these United States of America. This country was founded by men and 

women who were literally driven here by harsh and fruel taskmasters in 

England Holland and Germany. 

A teacher asked he class why the pilgrims came to America, and one 
little boy answered, "To worship God in their own way, and make other 
people do the same." 

Now he had it partially right, but it was to worship God as they pleased 
without anyone telling them how and when fete to do it. Thus this country 
was founded upon religious freedom as one of the main fekiaqg principles 
for its founding. 

When we look at the history of this nation we see that we 
had the equivalent of quite a few Hoses among us. Men like Washington, 
Jefferson, Franklin, J5±hkh±h and Lincoln to name a few. Men such as these 
who led us out of the wilderness of religious oppression, inhumanity to 
sms. men, inequality among races and so on. Men who lookedcto God the 
author and creator of all mankind. Men who strove diligently to incorp- 
orate into the very constitution, safeguards for all of the people, to 
protect them against others m a king us slaves, tfe have seen this country 
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risecto be a world power in less than 200 years. A nation that has set 
tandards and been unsurpassed in production from everything taa such as 
growing more corn per acre to canopeners. A nation that has reached out in 
all directions in daring feats of exploration, A nation that has been 
blessed by more wealth and prosperity than any other nation in the history 

of the world. 

But alas, like that ancient nation of Israel we have made 
for ourselves golden calves which we have began to worship in the past 
few generations and we have slowly but surely turned our backs upon our 
creator. We have said as they once did, "These are thy gods America, 
which brought thee up out of the land of the unknown." And we have bowed 
down to them and worshiped then?. 

If we look about us we can see the gods we have made. It has 
become such an ingrained thing in our nation that it has reached the so 
"sailed grass roots level, and no one of us can point the finger and say 
"thou art the man" as Nathan once pointed the finger and said to King David. 
We all have our own little gods in our lives, perhaps some of us have one 
a little more than some others, but we all have them. We have made gods of 
wealth, and power. Gods of building and ihoans and banks, otocks and bonds, 

land investments, land development. We have gods of iron and steel, build- 
ings for rent and sale. We have power equipment gods of tractors, and cars 
and motor bikes, and otor cycles. We have gods of tents and trailers and 
campers and swimming pools. We have gods of liquor and tobacco, and sex 
and other peoples husbands and wives. Ai± All of these are the golden 
calves that America has been bowing down khh to more and more each year. 
We have finally reached the point where a group of people 
in the name of protecting us from another political party or person, have 
used all sorts of crroked means to insure that we are protected. Thus we 
have a stinking mess we Call simply Watergate. The party out of ^krk 
power thus uses this as a wedge to smear whatever vestige of respectability 
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OUT present president has, hoping tka± they may cover their own tracks, 

id we will forget they had their Lyndon J ohnson, and Kennedy seandals. 
- 
But all of this proves that Mr. Nixon, r Mr. Kennedy, or Mr. Johnson 

is no better, nor no worse than any of us. We have let all of this happen 

because we are all only interested in urselves and our own greed for things. 

If any of us disbelieve this we only need ask some questions. 
Why do we have inflation? Because the dealers and sellers want to make the 
most they can for their products. Why do vie have such high rents and interest 
and mortgage rates? Because the investors big and little want the most re- 
turn on their investments. Thus we can question all areas of our society 
and the answers are all the same, "These are Thy gods America, kkaik 
which brought thee up out of the land of the unknown." 

But what does God say to all of this and all through this. 
He is still xpfc saying today as He did then, "Thou shalt have no other gods 
before me." We once prided ourselves on being, "One nation under God." 

took so much pride in this that we even added it to the pledge of 
allegiance. But we must ask today because of the conditions in our nation, 
""One nation under which God?" Is it the God of hatred, or of power, or 
of wealth, or of greed, of sex, of overindulgence in food and drink and 
drugs? Is it the god of powerful senators , or presidents whose snap of 
the finger can have inst a nt responses 

We have come to such a point in our nation where we refuse 
to give God a few hours of our time each week. We have time for everythin 
but God. Let special services be called in our churches and people grumble 
and moan that the church is out to make money every time you turn around. 
But did you noti e we did not ask for an offering tonight? vie did not 
ask not because we were afriad to have one, but simply because the purpose 
of this service is not to take up a collection, but instead to collect 
ourselves together to pray to God for our nation add our people. 

■The handwriting is on the wall my friends. We need to either 
change our course in our nation in so many areas, or we are doomed. 



ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Butler, Pennsvlvani a 
Fourth Sunday After Pentecost June 3°» '97 1 * 
Rev. Ralph C, Link, Pastor 
Mrs. Velma CqllinBj Organist 
Mr. Ralph Cooper, Choir Director 
Pam Fry, Ellen Master - Acolytes 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 7:30 P.M, 
Prelude: "Prelude in A Major" Ferry 

"procesblonal hvmn #4^3 "0 3eautiful for spacious skies 1 ' 

*Call to Worship 

*\ nvocation 
Responsive Reading Mo, J2 Page 6 T 9 
Hymn No. M-jg "God pless our native land 11 

(ANNOUNCEMENTS^ 



Offering 

Offertory: 



■"Pastorale" 



3rusch 



Sacrament of Baptism ; Jthn LaVerne Penrod - son of 

Mr. & Mrs. Harry Penroo. 
Solo: "Pll Walk With God" by Brodszky - Sandy Cottage 
Fiano Accompanist^ Deo Melton 

Scripture: Exodus 20: |-£l 
Sermon: "ONE NATION UNDER WHICH GOD? 11 
*Gloria Patri 
Prayers of Intercession For Our Nation and Our People 

*Hymn Mo, 63 "Our God, our help in agee past 11 
*Benedicti in 
'Threefold Amen 



*Postlude : "Allegro" Mallard 

<- <- *CnNGREGATl ON STANDING — - - - 

The Lovely Flowers on the Altar have been placed by 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Fenap in memory of Fam Pflugh. 

Serving as Ushers today are: *Alv 1 n Tait, James 
McClympnds, Mike Nazaruk and George Pflugh. 

Deacon and Mrs. Charles Fenah will he ipficjal gheeters 
at the cooh today representing council. 

Nursery will B£ provided today oy Mrs. J-*hn Repman 

AND PAULA STEPHENSON!. 

-Hospitalized: Mrs, Virginia Beatty, Mr, W. A, Winters, 

Mr. Wilmer Ffabe. 

August ?5 is open poh Memorial flowers as well as four 
SuNrAYS in Sept. - I, 1 5 ■ 22, 29 and some other pates 
through out the period of July thru Dec, - If you 
want a special sunpay - let us know now, 
Due to the Holiday weekend there wjll be no Council 
meeting in july - notice was in the newsletter of 
June - next meeting will oe in August, 
According to word received - Rev. and Mrs. Lee 
Neuhaus and their sons Kurt ano Jon will he visiting 
in Sutler late in July at our home. We are planning 
an qpen house on july 3' from 7"9 p.m. so that any of 

VoU WHP WANT TO SAY '"HELLO 11 CAN DO BO, Lee ANT KATHY 
ARE LOOKING FORWARO TO THIS CHANCE TO SEE MANY OF 
THEIR FRIENDS HERE. — GeNE AND MARILYN STEPHENSON. 

Next Sunday - Holy Communion - New Memoers will be 
taken into the church at this time. 

Rememoer -CHURCH FAMILY FICNIC - ALAMEDA FARK - 
Shelter closest Swimming Fool - Wen. July 2h at 6.00 
P. M, - sponsored by the Lav Li fe and Work Commi ttee. 

Paptism this afternoon - 2:00 P.M, - & vr. old soN^XjJtL. 
of Mr. & Mrs* J^hn Stevenson and their: daughter - 
Kellv Jo Ann Stevenson. Mtchelle Rene Williams - 

DAUGHTER OF Mr, & MrS , JoHN WlLLIAMS. 

Confirmation Class Camp registrations are -due in today 
$20.00 will pe paid ov the Church and $ 1 fj , 00 is to 

ACCOMPANY THE REGISTRATION FROM THE PARENTS, If YOU 
DV ANY CHANCE FORGOT TO OR I NG THIS WITH YOU TODAY - 
PLEASE LEAVE US KNOW IN THE Off |i CE. 
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From all this can draw strange parallels U3A 2/ 
Country founded men women driven here by harsh 
cruel taskmasters , Holland, England, Germany 

isked class, "Why pilgrims come America?" 
.. liw answered, "To worship God in their own way, 
and make other people do the same," 

He partially right , 
it was to worship God as they pleased, in freedom 
thus country Jounded relig freedom 
1 of main principles of founding 

Look at hist- of nation see few Moses anions us 
Men like, Wash, Jeff, Franklin, Lincoln name few 
Men like these led out of wilderness relig oppres: 
inhpminty men, inequality races so on 
Men who looked God as author creator all mankind 
Men who strove diligent incorporate into constit 
safeguards all peop, to protect against others 
making us slaves. 

Have seen country rise world power less 200 yrs 
Nation set standards unsurpassed in production 
of everything from more corn per acre, to canopenei 
nation reached out all direct feats of daring 
exploration 

Hation gone moon back, nation blessed more wealt] 
than any other nation in history of world 

But alas, like ancient Is, we made golden calves in 
past few generations 
have slowly, surely turned backs upon creator 
we have said, "'.These are thy gods America, 
which brought thee up out of the land of the unknt 
We have bowed to them and worshiped them 

II look around can see them 
has become such ingrained thing in nation, it has 
reached grass roots level, -^/ Al*. /Ml*e*.v0m 
& no one of us can point finger & say, "Thou art 
the man , " as Nathan once pointed and said 

We all have own little gods in our lives, 
perhaps so^e asoaje than others, but all have them 

These gods wealth, rower, 
gods banks, building loans, houses buildings, apts 
gods stocks, bonds, investments, land develop 
gods iron, steel, concrete buying, selling 

~>ds power equio, tractors, cars, motpr bikes, cycle 
gods tents, campers, trailers, swimming oools Au^V 
gods, sex, liquor, tobacco, other husbands, wives 
m*r ff*e /" rftr, Ot/r /*/>* 6»f/t £nr*S/~t*f. 



"One Nation Under Which God?" 

T< s: iixodus 32:4b, 

■'and they said, 'These are thy gods Israel, 

, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt." 

E>J jaa 20:3, "Thou shalt have no other gods before 

me." 

For .icrip read giving 10 C 
few short chaps later read disobed of Isrites 
chap 32 Ex, read of /peop impatience, 
also of discontent 
fits they wait Moses return Mt. -Ginai 

God miraculously delivered from hands of Egyptians 
by crossinf Red Gea. 
Immediately in new land, only there 3 day, 
have difficulty, 
encountered bitter water, cried against Moses 
bringing them there 
Moses call on God, God shows tree, 
he casts into water, water become sweet. 
Thus should know God all sufficient for needs 
They now encamped foot Mt. Ginai 

Moses converse God, not only 10 
but instructions bild ark covenant t* A L ^* 

heir impatience, turned completely against G 
liad Aaron make golden calf from rings, etc 

had no god could see i must see be assured he with 
them 

"er Aaron make idol they say, (TEXT) 
1 y this declar give evidence forgot which God 
brot up from E. 

IT read on this chap see God angry, would destroy, 
But Moses intercede & name of God not tarnished 
>'' • "yp* elsewhere 
Moses return, melt calf, put in water, make drin] 
Gall, "Who on Lord's Gide?" 
these ordered slay unbeliever, this they did 

Even after Moses again go up Mt plead with God, 
God promise blot out names from His book those 
sinned against liin. 
Also promise visit them in wilderness wanderings 
In 35th vs read. "And the Lord plagued the peop 
because they made the calf which Aaron made." 
,;ee from this, must be punishment for Sin 
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Ralph C. Link 
153 Keck Road 
Sarver, Pa. 16055 
(412) 352-1103 




Born : 

Married 

Wife: 


April 9, 1929, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

December 15, 1951 
Shirley Margaret Neill 
Born: December 8, 1930, Pittsburgh, Pa. 




Children : 


Ralph Dale Link, born May 11, 1955, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Lloyd Alan Link, born May 28, 1958, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Nancy Lynn Link, born March 15, 1961, Butler, Pa. 


SCHOOLING: 


Graduated from Perry High School, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
June 1947 






Lay Ministry School, Penn West Conference 
Church of Christ, September 1965 to May 


of United 
1969 






Commissioned Lay Minister June 1969 








Lancaster Theological Seminary, Lancaster 
September 1970 


, Pa. , 






Graduated from Lancaster Theological Seminary May 1974 






Ordained to Christian Ministry March 10, 


1974 


PASTORATES 


As Lay Minister: short term, 1 month or 1 
various churches 1965 to 1967 


ess in 






Emlenton Lamartine Charge of United Church 
1967 to 1969 


of Christ 






Short term in various churches 1970 until 
entrance July 1970 


Seminary 






July 1970 to December 1973 Student Pastor 
Charge, New Bloomfield, Duncannon, Pa., 
Conference, United Church of Christ 


at Trinity 
Penn Central 






December 1973 to present, St. Paul's United Church of 
Christ, Butler, Pa., Penn West Conference, United 
Church of Christ 



PERSONAL TESTIMONY 
OF 

Ralph C. Link 



I am the youngest of five children. I was born just prior to 
the onset of the Depression. Our family was very poor. My father 
was an alcoholic and my mother was a very religious person who was 
searching for the Lord. During my childhood she did her best to 
teach me the things of the Lord. Later in life she came to a 
personal relationship with Him. 

I grew up in the Evangelical and Reformed Church where 
salvation by grace alone was not preached nor taught. I knew all 
about Jesus, what He did, how He lived, His miracles, His death 
and resurrection, but I didn't know Him personally. 

My life had many ups and downs and all the while I was 
attending church and striving with my good works to please God. 
At a very low point in my life when we were deeply in debt and my 
wife and three children were all ill, I came to the crossroads. I 
watched a Billy Graham Crusade on television from some distant 
city and the message he preached seemed to be directed right at 
me. I wrestled with making that commitment to Christ, but didn't. 
The next afternoon and evening at work on the 4 to 12 shift I came 
to the conclusion that I needed to make that commitment to Christ. 
It seemed like there was no other choice if life was to have any 
meaning. That night when I came home from work at 1:00 A.M., I 
laid face down on the living room floor and told God that I 
couldn't live my life in my own strength and I accepted the gift 
of salvation from my Savior Jesus Christ. My life has never been 
the same. 

Through several meaningful circumstances I was called by God 
to serve Him in the Christian Ministry and to help spread that 
wonderful message of salvation through the shed blood of Jesus 
Christ. What a wonderful and rewarding time it has been and I 
give Him all the praise for my salvation and the opportunity to 
serve Him. 



STATEMENT OF FAITH 

OF 

Ralph C, Link 



I believe the Bible, both the Old and New Testaments to be 
the inspired inerrant Word of God. I believe the Bible is the 
complete revelation of His will for the salvation of men and it 
is the final authority for the Christian faith and life. 



I believe in one God, who is eternally existent in three 
persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 



I believe in the Diety of the Lord Jesus Christ that He is 
true God and true man. I believe that He was born of the 
Virgin Mary, that He lived in sinless life, that He performed 
the miracles recorded in Scripture, that He died on the cross 
as a sacrifice for our sins, that He bodily arose from the 
dead, that He ascended on high where He is at the right had of 
Almighty God as our intercessor. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit and that He comes and indwells 
each believer at the time of conversion. I believe that He 
lives in each believer to lead, to instruct, and to convict so 
that a believe may live a more godly life. 

I believe that through the shed blood of Jesus Christ and 
through His resurrection, this is the only ground for 
justification and salvation for all who receive Him A Lord and 
Savior and to such as receive Him, they are born of the Holy 
Spirit and become children of God. 



I believe water baptism and the Lord's Supper are 
ordinances of the Church but are not means of salvation. 



I believe in the personal and premillennial and imminent 
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. 



I believe in the resurrection of the dead, for the believer 
to resurrection of life and joy with the Lord, for the 
unbeliever to resurrection of judgement and everlasting 
punishment . 



